EXPLAINED ano EXPLODE 


Nevertheleſs, the foundation of God flahdeth fure, having this ſeal, 


The Lord knoweth them that are his: And, Let every ons. 
that nameth the Name of Chri ift, depart from iniquity. 
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ANTINOMIANISM 
Explained and Exploded. 
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FX% 5 T is well known that the principles 
Y I 5 and practices of profeſſors do not al- 
ENT ways correſpond ; though it muſt be 
owned that principles, good or bad, have a ten- 
dency to promote a conduct ſuitable to their 
own nature: It is therefore a ſtrange truth, that 
a man ſhould have an orthodox ſet of ſenti- 
ments, and live a bad life; a ſaint in his creed, 
but a inner in his conduct. And it is equally 
ſtrange that any man ſhould be tolerably decent 


and moral in his life, and yet erroneous in his 


belief. Let men therefore learn to be careful 
how they charge practices upon principles, ſince 


it does not always follow that a man's notions 
are bad, becauſe his life is ſo. Were we to 
make this a ſtanding rule of judgment, every 
ſet of ſentiments on earth would be condemned 


as erroneous; for where is the denomination, 
4 e 
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ſect or 55 to be Hund. that can dans they 
have no immoral or - + no backſlider or 


apoſtate among them ? 


Seeing then that this is a common caſe.— too 


common, alas | among all parties ;—and if it be 


a proof that the tenets or doctrines held by ſuch 


a party, are bad, it would follow, that the 


tenets or doctrines held by every party, are bad 


alſo. But experience may teach us, that good 


things, nay, the beſt things, are often abuſed. 
It is unfair therefore to load principles with 


conſequences, unleſs it be firſt proved that ſuch 


Principles are contrary to ſeripture and reaſon. 


Truth, in every branch of it, will ever be 
Friendly to virtue, as error will to vice. 


But the grand fountain of morality, is the 


grace of God in the heart.. If the tree 1s not 


made good, the fruit can never be ſo. Without 


a true faith in Chriſt, and ſincere love to God, 
a man will never live to God, will never be de- 


vated. to his ſervice, nor eye his glory in what 


he does. Mere theoriſts and moraliſts will 


never prove. ſtaunch friends to religion ; and the 


reaſon is plain; the root of the matter is not in 
them. If God's grace does not live in a man's 
heart, that man will never live to the glory of 
God, When the Lord opened Tydie's heart, 
ſhe attended to the things that were ſpoken and 
.talked of, being Faithful to the Lord. 


That 


* 


Wb hat faith which is of God's operation; 1 
hisgift, will work by love, purify the heart, and 
promote and produce evangelical obedience. 
No faith, no works. The .ſpeculatiſt and mo- 
raliſt, who know nothing of heart work, are 
like the ſtony ground in Chriſt's parable of the 
ſower; the ſeed withers for lack of moiſture, 
and depth of earth. Every thing in a profeſſion, 
whether notional or practical, that ſprings not 
from grace in the heart, is ſuperficial, is ſhal- 
low, there is no depth, weight or ſubſtance in it; 
| and i in the iſſue, it will fade away. 

Me read of ſome, who turn the grace of God 
into laſciviouſneſs ;—and this may be done by a 
ſelf· juſticiary, who treats the infinitely glorious 
doctrines of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt, with 
wantonneſs, ſcorn and ridicule a caſe, I fear, 
too common : or when a man holds theſe doc- 
trines, and fancies he has a licence to hve 
in {fin under their ſanction. Which of the two 
characters, or whether both may be intended. by 
the apoſtle, is not determinable; nor is it eaſy 
to ſay which of them is the worſt. How ter- 
rible is it for a man of good fenſe, and of a de- 
cent conduct, to treat the doctrines of ſalvation 
with contempt ; and even be in a paſſion if it 
is affirmed in his preſence, that there is no ſalva- 
tion but through the blood and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. On 5 contrary, how ſhocking i is it, 
bod T9 - when 


OILS] 
when a man profeſſes his intire belief of ev 
free grace truth, and actually fins becauſe grice 
abounds. It is hard to ſay which is the worſt 
man, and as hard to believe that either will be 
faved. 

At the ſame dne w de will think . worſe 
py grace or good works, on account of the re- 
"proach brought on them by the perſons above 
referred to? Are things to be objected to, be- 
cauſe they are abuſed? How many good tem- 
. poral things are abuſed What a noble, uſeful 
animal is the. Horſe, and yet how ſhamefully is 
he abuſed ! Wine and ale are excellent gifts of 
God, and yet never a day paſſes, from age to 
age, without their being moſt vilely abuſed. 
But who condemns a horſe, or wine, as vile, be- 
cauſe they are ill-uſed? Who ſays, he will ne- 
ver mount the one, or drink the other, becauſe 
men abuſe both ? | 

What truth is there in God's Whale word 
that is not abuſed ? For inſtance, does not almoſt 
every body praiſe and commend virtue? and 
tell in high- ſounding ſtrains what an excellent, 
amiable thing it is; and at the ſame time thou- 
* ſands, and tens of thouſands, of ſuch, are the 
moiſt abandoned of the fallen race! — Our eſti- 
mate then of things, bad or good, is not to be 
taken from the good or bad opinion of men. 


Good 
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Good things will ever be good things. Truth, 
as profeſſed by a bad man, is like a jewel in a 
dunghill ; it is a jewel till: — and ſuppoſe all 
the profeſſors of the pure goſpel throughout the 
world, were to turn out hypocrites and apoſtates, 
what then? Is not the goſpel the pure goſpel 
ſtill ? Thanks be to God, that the honour of 
his name and word, the ſalvation of his people, 
and the credit of his cauſe, depend not on the 
capricious wills and ways of men. It is no new 
thing for perſons to profeſs they know God, and 
believe his word, and in works deny him, Tit. 
i. 16. But after all, God and his word are what 
they were. Judas betrayed Jeſus with Hail, 
* maſter l' and a kiſs: But does it follow that 
the Saviour was an impoſtor, becauſe Judas was 


a traytor £ Again, if Peter denies his Lord, was 


he therefore not his Lord ? or, muſt others fol- 
low his example, and with an oath deny him 
too ?—PForbid it, bleſſed Jeſus, that ever thou 
ſhouldeſt be ſo vilely treated! Let every one 
that nameth thy precious, ſacred Name, depart 
from iniquity : Let them alt and walk i in thy 
tear, and live to thy glory. 

An Antinomian is certainly an infamous cha- 
racter; and indeed, an Arminian is little, if at 
all better. The former boaſts of grace, at the 
expence of good works; the latter boaſts of 
works, at the expence of grace, Theſe, like 


the 


„ 
the extremes of the diameter, are equally diftane 
from the center of truth. T he Bible; from he. 
ginning to end, is an enemy to theſe ſchemes of 
religion; it confutes and condemns them. I: 
cannot grant its ſufferage, that works ſhould 
ufurp the place of grace; — nor admit that grace 


_ ſhould be pleaded as a ſanction for fin. Scrip- 


ture and reaſon with one voice declare, that the 
man who lives wickedly, will die miſerably 
And, in ſhort, what ground can a man have to 


hope he is going to heaven, while he monk in 
thoſe things that lead to hell? 


Do I feel my heart in love with Chritt and 
| holineſs? is the great queſtion every profeſſor 


ſhould put cloſe',to his own conſcience. I! 


Aly 


without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, a 


| love of it muſt be the grand criterion of the ſou! 


that Hall be ſaved. What proſpect can a man 
have of being happy with God in another 


world, who has no delight i in the ways of God 
RT 


He that cannot forbear wearing; wks 
drunkenneſs, whoredom, frequenting playhouſes 
and card tables, bowling-greens, and other ſuch 
like practices, has very little reaſon to hope his 


Gut is ſafe. + What muſt: he de in heaven 
There will be no plays, cards or bowls there: 
To make him -happy, therefore, either he or 
mo muſt be . and if he is chan 1ged, 


it 


„ 

it muſt be here; and that by God's grace too: 
then the vile and impertinent amuſements 
named above, will be the objects of his abhor- 
rence. . If he delights in them, he is an abſo- 
Jute Antinomian; and though he may deſpiſe 
the name, we. have full licence to tell him, in 
the words of Nathan to David, Thou art the 

nan / If it ſhould be aſked, whether men of 
this character are hoſe, and thoſe only, who are 
intended by Antinomians? We may anſwer, 
No: there are Antinomians whoſe outward 
profeſſions of religion are apparently different; 
but various as their profeſſions may be, it is in- 
dubitably evident that there is a perfect agree- 
ment in the point we are now inſiſting upon. 
They are againſt the law, as the term ſignifies: 
and it 1s certain that ſome are againſt it in prin- 
ciple, others in practice, and ſome in both. The 
name is moſt commonly applied to thoſe who 
are, in pretence at leaſt, mighty adyocates for 
the doctrines of free grace &; and object. to the 
law as the rule of the good man's life. Theſe, 
it muſt be owned, are Antinomians indeed, and 
« by reaſon of whom, the way of truth hath 
| ® There were ſome perſons in Jeremiah's time, who were zea- 
lous profeſſors, and yet lived in wickedneſs, and even pleaded 
for it, as Antinomians do; of whom God ſays, Will ze ſteal, mur- 
der, and commit adultery, and ſwear falſely, fc. And come and fland 


before me in this houſe which is called by my name, and ſay, We are 
delivered. to do all theſe abeminations ? Jer, vii. 9, 10. | 


ce been 


er 158 evil froktn of.” There are thoſe who 


* Clouds without water, carried about of 
Raging waves of the ſea, foaming out their 


* when they ſpeak great ſwelling words of va- 


through much wantonnefs, thoſe that were 


It is nevertheleſs awful and moſt certain, that 


which Chriſt curſed, and it withered away. Are 


not rather let us be more ſtrenuous in vindi- 

cation of its authority, its glory and purity ; and 
pray for the holy Spirit's afliſtance, that we may 
more {tudiouſly adorn it in our lives. Some are 


t %) 


6c creep into houſes, and. lead captive filly wo. 
«© men, laden with divers luſts. Having eyes 
ce full of adultery, they cannot ceaſe from fin, 


«© winds; trees whoſe fruits wither, without 
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots, 


* own ſhame ; wandering ſtars, to whom is re- 
* ſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. For 


* nity, they allure through the luſt of the fleſh, 


* clean eſcaped from thens:who live in error.“ 
Thus they are deſcribed by no leſs than zhree 

inſpired apoſtles : and it muſt be owned, that 

the deſcription, tho' juſt, is dark and dreadful! 


ſuch hold the truth in unrighteouſnefs. Like 
trees, with luxuriant branches, and full of 
leaves, but no fruit; as the fruitleſs g- tree, 


we therefore to like truth the leſs, becauſe ſome 
of its profeſſors live unworthy of it? Surely 


prone to think they are no Antinomians ; — 
others, 


Gin 74 He 1 page Ju L 
prey a,” wo 


others, that they are no Arminians ; and in their | 
way, are warm in oppoſing each other; while 
at the ſame time they are, perhaps, as ignorant 
of the grace of God, and rea/ ao as the 
beaſts that periſh. 

Ah, finners ! if the dove of God has not been 
ſhea abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, 
your refined notions of doctrines or morals will 
ſtand you in very little ſtead. If you are not 
born from above, your affections will never be 

ſet on things above; nor will you ever be found 
among them that are thither aſcended. Works 
without faith, or faith without works, is not re- 
al chriſtianity. Such a faith, ſuch works, and | 
ſuch men, are all dead together; and will, if 
ſpecial grace does not prevent, be all damned to- | 
gether. A profeſſion of religion, without a 
poſſeſſion of grace, is like a man's picture drawn 

by a curious limner; it looks well, but! is with- 
out life. -. 

A ſet of goſpel ſentiments,—a rich experi- 
ence, —and a regular conduct, conſtitute the 
good man. May God increaſe their number 
more and more! 

Of all the deluſions men have Clin into, to 
make a faviour of works, or to fin becauſe 
grace abounds, are the moſt fatal and deſtruc- 
tive to ſouls. The apoſtle declares indeed, that 
believers are not under the law ; but he adds, 
” + What} 


* | | ( * ) 
«© What then? ſhall we fin becauſe we are not 
* under the law ? God forbid !” Indeed, God 
does forbid it every line in the Bible forbids 
it, directly or indirectly. Does that man poſ- 
ſels the heart of a chriſtian, who can fin, and 
not be forry for it? Poſſibly the devil may, or 
ſome vile firſt-rate reprobate may; but ſurely 
not a man who loves and fears God. The holy 
life, is the happy life. The life of fin, is the 
life of ſorrow. Ard vrhatever we believe or 
diſbelieve, admit or reject, as true or falſe; of 
this we may be very certain, that God never 
gave any man a licence to commit any, the 

eaſt fin ; on the contrary, he hath bound every 
foot of us, to pay a perpetual obſervance to the 
whole law. Mankind are wicked enough, 
without a toleration for fin: and if the goſpel 
implies ſuch a toleration, (which is impious 
to imagine). it would be virtuous to wiſh it 
had never come into the world. 
But I ſhall here reduce a few thoughts into 
method, in order to be better underſtood. And 
iſt, I ſhall point out ſome principles and 
practices that are of an Antinomian kind, or 
tend to it. | | 

2d, Drop a few hints to thoſe: who! are too 
forward i in charging! men and doctrines with An- 
tinoinianiſm. 


-3d, Finiſh with a few . . 
to the ſubject, and the reader. , 


Tn 3 ) 
iſt, Point out ſome principles and practices 
that are of an Antinomlan kind, or tend to it. 
And, firſt, in my opinion it is Antinomianiſm 
to plead e on account of ſinful practices; 
labouring. to palliate and extenuate them; 
ſuch as ſtage-plays, playing at cards, muſic {5} 
dancing meetings ; travelling, and doing buſi- 
neſs on the Lord's day ; making caſes of neceſ- 
ſity where God has made none *. Theſe tref- 
paſs upon the forbearance of God, and take 
ſanctuary under a pretence and a neceſſity of 
their own making. And becauſe ſentence againſt 
theſe. evil works is not executed Jpeeatly, Ihe hearts - 
of the ſons. of men are fully Jet: in them to as enn 
Eccl. VIII. IL. 
Again, adly, Another very awful branch 77 ; 
Antinomianiſm, is for profeſſors to omit divine 
ordinances, and plead that they are not eſſential 
to ſalvation. If this plea were admitted as va- 
lid, and carried to its utmoſt extent, it would 
ſet aſide the whole of practical religion, which 
is Antinomianiſm in the higheſt degree. Some 
there are who neglect prayer in their families, 
and plead that there is no expreſs precept or 
* The moment J was. writing this paragraph, the common 
eryer, by order of the town's officers, forewarned all perfqns 
from ſelling goods, and following trades on the Lord's 1 
a practice not more prevalent than pernicious: — And it is 


greatly to be wiſned, that the Jaudibie endeavours of the officers 
may be crowned with ſucceſs, 


B 2 Gr 


_— — — P _ 
1 — tt — . —· . 


1 
precedent for it. But are we not exhorted to 
pray always? to pray every where ? with all 

prayer? &c. And may it not be expected, 
that God will pour out his fury upon the fam: 


lies that call not on his name? That man who | 


does not pray in his family, has but little love 
for prayer; but little love to God, or himſelf 
and family. Let us aſk ſuch a man, whether 
"himſelf and family enjoy no mercies ?—want 
none ?—or commit no fins? If he can anſwer 
in the negative, we will grant that he need not 
pray in his family: but if he cannot deny that 
he and his wife, children and ſervants, are needy 
ſinful creatures, he muſt own that praying for 
them, and with them, is extremely proper; and 
indeed, the greateſt and 2 thing he can do for 
them. Every head of a family, is a prophet to 
teach it, a prieſt to intercede for it, and a king 
to rule over it; conſequently, to excuſe himſelf 
from the exerciſe of theſe offices, is rank anti- 
nomianiſm. But that I may not exceed my 
| plan, I hall only add, 
zdly, That it is antinomianiſm to take liber- 
ty to ſin, from the ſaving freedom, the abound- 
ing riches of divine grace. It may be found, 
that ſome have been daring enough to do this; 
and yet we may hope, that no real ch: riſtian 
ever did ſo; ; at leaſt, that he never perſiſted in 
| doing it. We are told, that * he that commit- 
: teth 


« teth fin, is of the devil ;” i. e. he that com- 
mitteth it, and pleads that Chriſt hath delivered 


E 


him from the law; and that he ſhall be ſaved 
do what he will. Here is the man who turns 
grace into laſciviouſneſs with a witneſs! The 


zpoſtle tells how the children of God, and the 


children of the devil. may be known: * In 


« this, ſays he, the children of God are mani- 
« feſted, and the children of the devil: 


(Now liſten, reader) * Whoſoever doth not 
46 righteouſneſs, is not of God.” Thus the 
grand point is ſettled, and thus let it remain 
for ever! God's children love duty :— the de- 
vil's children hate it. God's children hate fin: 


—the devil's children love it. God's children 


are grieved when they do amiſs :—the devil's 


children are impudent, and glory in their ſhame. 


Are they aſhamed when they commit abomina- 
tion ? Nay, they are not at all aſhamed, neither 


can they bluſh, Fer. vi. 15. and viii. 12. In 


'a word, an Antinomian is a living libel on 


chriſtianity; ; a ſcandal to religion; a compound 
of iniquity and impudence; a nuiſance, a very 
peſt to ſociety; an enemy to God, to man, and 


to himſelf; Chriſt's opponent, the devil's re- 
ſpondent; with a heart that cannot feel, and a 


face that cannot bluſh, would fain perſuade 
himſelf he is a child of God, when he gives but 


too ſtriking proofs of his e a child of the 
| LH | devil, 
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*. and an enemy of all Mabee bo et, 80 
far 18 he from being a friend or an honour t | 
religion, that he is both an enemy and a ſcandal 
to.it. Thus much for the Antinomias. 

Proceed we now, 
a _ 2dly, To drop a few words to thoſe: wal 
are too forward in charging men and prentipls 
with Antinomianiſm. 

This charge is very e brought 2 
gainſt thoſe who hold the doctrines of grace 

and ſalvation by Chriſt, though very unjuſth. 
That man never yet exiſted, nor ever will exiſt, 

who can point out any other way of ſalvation 

than by Chriſt; or prove that this doctrine 
leads to licentiouſneſs. This doctrine may be 
abuſed, and ſo may any other, in natural or re- 
vealed religion. Every one that reads his Bible 
with attention, may /ee; and all who know the 
truth by experience, can declare, that the grace 
of God, which bringeth falvation, teacheth, 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, they 
ſhould live ſoherly. tans and godly in 
the world. 

Let every man be careful there dns how he 
ſpeaks of the doctrine of free grace, leſt he be 
found fighting againſt God; and conſequently 

againſt himſelf. 
It will be well if thoſ 10 8 are ſtiled Armi- 
4225, are not found Anlinomians; ; lince they 
| believe 


C 


YE 

believe that the rigour of the law is moderated 
and relaxed by the goſpel ; and ſo, in part at 
laſt, make void the law by their faith. Beſides, 
the moſt virtuous livers are not- to be found, 
perhaps, among the advocates for the merit of 
good works. It is no breach of charity, I pre- 
ſume, to ſuppoſe that there are many who 
charge this principle and that perſon with An- 
ſinomianiſm, who know very little of the mat- 

: And their ignorance, is probably the beſt 
Fox that can be made for them. A vehe- 


ment outcry againſt men and things often pro- 


&eds from weak minds; and it were to be 
wiſhed ſuch would ay leſs that is evil, and do 
more that is good. The Phariſee who went to 
the temple to pray, or rather to prate and parade, 
thanked God that he was not, and did not this 
and the other; and particularly, that he was not 
as that Publican; (though by the way, it would 
have been happy for him to have been as hum- 
ble and penitent as was that Publican) think- 
ing no doubt, that he was a much better man, 
and in a far ſafer ſtate. It is an eaſy matter and 
too eommon a caſe for men to praiſe themſelves, 
and blame others; to commend their own hearts 


and ways, and to thoſe of their fellow men. 


Self adulation is an hereditary failing; and cenſur- 


ing others often keeps company with it. Thus the 
thieveson the croſs, tho' almoſt in eternity, joined 


the 


C48 
the common rabble, and caſt the ſame reproacheMm 
in Chriſt's teeth; but when the one was con- Ng 
verted, he reproved the other in a manner thatiWra 


'. every falſe accuſer ought to be reproved, 49ſt not 


re 
thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame condem: E 
nation? Luke xxiii. 10. 01 
Accuſations come with an ill grace "eta thoſl b 
whoſe lives are known to be infamous: —Par- v 
ticularly for any to charge others with Antino- 
mianiſm, when they themſelves neglect theirifl 
bibles, private and ſecret prayer, the public or-fl i 
dinances of religion; and are guilty of drunk-Iſl i 
enneſs and profane ſwearing. —Let every man | 
examine himſelf how matters ſtand between 
God and his own ſoul : And let him remem- 
ber, that if Chriſt is not in him, he is a repro- 
| bate whether he is an Antinomian or not. 
Now then, zdly, We ſhall finiſh with a few 
"directions applicable to the ſubject and the 
reader. 
Ache reader i is an Antinomian, I know of no 
advice more proper for him than that given byPe- 
ter to Simon Magus, Repent therefore of this thy 
aorckedneſs, and pray God, if perhaps the thought 
, thine heart may be forgiven thee. Acts viii. 22. 
But the Antinomian will reply, “I never do 
pray, I am above it ;” Then I fay, thou art an 
hardened ſinner, and an entire ſtranger to God 
and religion, Tt is allowed that the bad man 


chelmay pray, but it never can be admitted that a 
on zood man will live without it. It is the cha- 
thailcacter, the privilege, the duty, the glory of a 
no real Chriſtian, to call on the name of the Lord: 
en. He therefore that lives without prayer, lives with- 
out God in the world; and, if not prevented 
wif by a miracle of rich mercy, and grace, will die 
ar- without God, and be undone for ever! 

nol Again, If the reader be a profane ſinner, let 
ill him remember, that the unrighteous ſhall not 
or- inherit the kingdom of God :—And that on the 
k- wicked God will rain ſnares, fire and brim- 
1n ſtone, and an horrible tempeſt ; this ſhall be. 


een the portion of their cup; 1. e. if mercy. pre- 


m- vent not. Such have reaſon enough to think 


their cenſures of others. Conſcious as they may 
be of their own failings, and their extreme need 
of mercy ; it would lead them, it is reaſonable 


nol leaſt, retard them from * ſin to ſin, by 
their abuſes of others. 
Further, If the reader be a mere Moraliſt; 
let him remember that a form of Godlineſs, 
without the power of it, will never land him 
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their own caſe very bad, and to be ſparing of 


to imagine, to ſelf conviction and ſhame ; at 
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ſafe on Mount Zion. If he goes about to eſta- A 


bliſh his own righteouſneſs, he has a zeal of“ 


God, but not according to knowledge. He is 


{e]If-deceived ; and the moſt candid thing we can 
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ſay of bum is, that he 4 is an objec of Pity and 
compaſſion. E . BS; 
Once more, Is: the n+ a goed man; let 


bim caſt bis eyes around him. and ad- 


mire the free diſtinguiſhing grace of God, that 
has made him to differ from others: — Let us 
: put the following ſoliloquy into his mouth, and 
with it conclude < Lord, what am I, or my 
& father's houſe, that thou ſhould!ſt take notice 
<« of me? How comes it to paſsthat I am not 
«© ag vile as the vileſt? W hy, O Bord am I not 
an Antinomian, a ranter, or a lawleſs libertine? 
© Is not my heart by nature as bad as others? 
% To thee, merciful Jehovah, 1 give the praiſe 
« of my whole ſalvation: In thee I truſt, to 


* thee I look, and to thee E deſire to live. Let 
t thy grace lead me tohumility and holineſs, and 
e. teach me to know more of myſelf and thee: 


*. Guard me through all. the temptations and 


é trials of the preſent ſtate; let me not be 


„ high- minded but: fear: Teach me to be de- 
cc berate and cautious in all my ways; to ab- 
* ſtain from all appearances of evil; and finally 


„ may I dwell with thee, and join thy ran- 


4 ſomed, in ſongs of ae pries ; Amen.“ 


95 dure, Te. 
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